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TOWNSHIP OF ESCANABA 

COUNTY OF DELTA, MICHIGAN 

At our regular meeting of the Escanaba Township Board of Delta County, Michigan, held at the 

Township Hall within the Township, on the 13th day of August, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. 

PRESENT: Members: Supervisor Kevin Dubord, Clerk Patricia Beauchamp, Treasurer Linda Trombley
Robitaille , Trustee Alfred Gareau, and Trustee Thomas Rymkos. 

ABSENT: NONE 

It was moved by Township Board Member Alfred Gareau and supported by Township Board 

Member Linda Trombley-Robitaille that the following Ordinance be adopted: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-8-13 

AN ORDINANCE TO REGULATE CERTAIN PERMANENT 

AND TEMPORARY EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES THAT HAVE 

NEGATIVE IMPACTS; TO PROVIDE PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION OF 

THIS ORDINANCE AND RELATED MATTERS. 

THE TOWNSHIP OF ESCANABA ("Township") ORDAINS: 

1. Intent, Purpose and Short Title. 

1.1. Intent and Purpose. The Escanaba township Board recognizes that there are 

certain events, uses and activities which can have significant negative impacts 

upon the community (including, but not limited to, noise;, dust, overcrowding. 



Safety; attd rtegatiye ltllp~CtS :Qpqn; area pr(jperty \'ahJes), as Wefl /'!S ::tdJo,ining ?flQ 

ne,arby p_t'(}perties agd re~i9~n,ces : Such events, \}Ses, and activ;it!es incl~tde ice 

racing;, fish tolifuafuents, Jatge gatherings, and other special events. The 

townshiJ5 13.oard finds that it .is in: the· best interest's of the Township flnd its, 

prop~rty ·gyrners and resi9en:~s. toregul(:tte such uses. The Township Board also 

findsdhat this Oniinance.wili Jiiiomote the.publi¢ health, l?eace, safety and weiJ'are 

ofTowrtsllip .residents, prop:erty :P.Wners, and\lis{tqrs to .fue Tqwnship. 

1.2. Short Title; This Ordinance· slu~ll be :k,nown and tnl!Y be· cited lind referred to as 

the '~SpeciatActivities and Events Ordinance," and shall be referred to hereihafter 

a.s the "Ordi11anc.e,'' 

2. Scope and Application. 

2.1. Mhtitnun:r Standards., The tetms and provisions of this Ordinance shall be 

interpreted <J.nd I!:pplied as nt~p:htlurn .stanqards and requirements {or theprowotion 

and protection: of the :public Ke"alth, safety ,and welfm;e, .arid for the public peace· 

ami preservation Qf natural re$otttce$ and priblie <q1d ptiv~Je p~operty witbill the 

Township. 

2.2. Interntetatibn. This Ordmanc~ 1s intended to suppiement other laws &nd 

otdinan~~s. Jf this Ordin@ce impo$es mote stringent' req1Jiremynls th~n oth~t 

laws or Township ordinances,: the pi:.ovisions of this Ordinance shall govern, 

except a:s otherwise expressly herein provided. 
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3, Defmitions, 

3'.1. tor th~ purpos~s of this Ordinance; the follmving definitions and meanings shall 

·a.p:@lY: 

(a), ''Ice racing;' shall mean the use, opera~ion or dtNing of snowmp;biles, 

mq~pJ:C.Ycle§, off r()_CJ.,9. VY.hicles, (ORVs), autpmobil~s, trucks, tractors, 

allderraih Vehicles (ATVs)~ four'-wheelers, UI'Vs and/or sUrtllat Vehicles 

.on a frozen lake, river; stream or other body 9f w~ter, m onice a.rtificially 

created or utilized on land,. for purposes of organized ot promoted racing, 

corhpetiti:on, profit; a.n otgf.U)ized event !lnd!or J'u:rtd raisjng, 

(b) "Fishmg TournMJ~.nf' s'll,();U mean an o~;g~!l\~ed eve)!lt, program or activity 

on: a lake, river or · stre!nri.,, that involves fishing for eompetition, pto:fit, a 

piize qrpclz~sqrcom;pensF;tion. 

(c} ·:Large gathering" shall mean, a carnival, festival,; commercial g<1thering or: 

similar event at which 2SO o.r more people are Pre:sent, but eKPltiJling 

~athepings of people for aQ eventor fimction accessory· to a htwfill churcch, 

Club, business .or commercial enterprise when;! both the eVent and the 

chwch, dub, pusfness or·qommercial enterpr,i$~ comply with the E§canaba 

TownshipZoningOrdinance and occuron the sameJot orparceL 

4. Township Approval Required. 
. . . .. -- - - - . . 

4.1.. EventS· a.ndActivities Covered~ No pers.an shall qornmence, sponsor,. engage ,in; 

~onduct, participate ii:t or otherw~se operate anY of the fol1owing activities or 
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events· unless the activiiy or event ha$ been approv«< befotehan4 }?y t_he Esqanaha 

Township Board ( a11d ·a lice11se has been· issued . fqr'the event or act1vity)pursuant 

to this Ordinance andcS'ectinrt 5 hereof . 

.(a) Ice racing. 

(h) Fishing .t(}um~e)Jt. 

(c) Large;gatl1ering:;. 

5: Licensing and Approval Requirements, 

5.1. None of th~ events, uses dr acttyitfes .. listed in Subs¢C:tiorts 3.1 of 4,1 of this 

Ordina;11ce shall <;>C9ur; 'qe promoted, (le ~com,111el1Ced .or p~ Jr,ecqm:rnetrced tllf}ess 

first approved by the Tbwnship Board hereunder; and the ToWnship Board has 

issued, att <\ppr.Qved written liceQ.s,e fors'llch event; Us.e or aqti:vity; 

5.2. The following shall he applicable. to any Township Board approv.al and license 

issuedpursuantto thts Ordinance: 

{a) Any :approval pr lice~se slia11 be yalid fbi: three (3) .year~, Un,lesS ~atl,ier 

revoked by the> TownshiP' Board pursuant to Subsection 5.3 .hereof or· the 

township B'o<P'd sets ·a S,hort.er time limit for tlte event, use or a:ctjvity 

in.volye~ at tl-te tltt1e ofapproval. 

(b) The Township Board may i111pose teasonableJicense applieation fees froin 

time ~o tim¢ by resolution adopted by the Tpwnsfi:ij? Board. 

4, 



(c} A hearitJ.g shall be held by th~ Tgwnship· Board prior t.o the gr1:1nting pr 

de~al ofany license~ Notice• of any ~:uclx: It~~nse hearing shall appear in 

the newspaper at least fifteen (15) day.s prior to the heating .. Notice of the 

Hcens~hearing sbll also p:¢sentby regular m:ailat Ie1:1st Meen (1.5) dtiys 

prip:r: :t'o the heari~g to whichever persOIJ .or entity is listed <;JP the current 

property tax records as the.own¢t of each prbperty Within3.00 feet ofthe 

lot .or. pp.rceJ upt),rt V~hic.ll t4e pro.p(Jsed ·event, use or acti~ity will ~!llce 

place .. 

(cl) No li¢ens.e. shall he approved 'b.y the Township· Board unl:es$. the T9wnshi};> 

Boru.:9 fimls tha:t·.all' ofthe fo}JoWing St(lndar(ls \Yin. he mete:-

(i) The proposed use; event or activity will not have significant 

negative imp1:1cts upo:n flie property vahtes .and uses of adj'Qit1ing 

and nearby properties. 

(li} The propo.sed use, event or activity will not presen-t a safetyliazahi 

or - consti~te a nuisahc~; 

(iii) The granting of a . license will be consistent with the intent and 

purposes o£this Qtdiriance. 

{1v) The proposed use, event ()t activity Will not he 'ilnreasonably loud 

or produce excessive smoke Or vibration. 

(v) The proposed use; event Oi activity· will he corisl:sferit with 'the 

c,haractel,"ofthe sl1rrouncllng area. 
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{vi) Th~ proposyp. use; event or a.ctivity will f:lllly corn:p1'y wit:h the 

.Escanaba Township Zoning Ordinance .. 

(vii~ The pi:bposed use will be reasonabk 

{e) Reas.onable conditi()Iis i:P~W be <;lttacheo by the TOWnship Board to tli.e 

gr;1nJ}~~ <Jf a .Ii·cense is$u.ed liereppder, which conqiti:qns n1ll:Y igclu.d~. p.'q.t 

are no;t limHed to, the following: 

(i) Houts and days ofactivity or operation~ 

(ji) The imf)osition ofJi~bility. insut<Uice coveragereq1.1irements. 

(iii) AlfWit~(ion on th~ duration of the event~ use or activity (Le:•·; one 

tinie only of one time per year, two times per year, et¢; ). 

(iv) A requjr~ment th~t th.c appr(lp:tiate bond,, letter of cre<i1t or ~J~her 

monetary· security be posted with the Township to ensure 

compliancewith ~U condi'tio'i:tsand;tequirements; 

(v) Cr,owd controlan4- ~l!fety ro.easures .. 

5..3. .Revocation: A license issued under this Ordinance may be revoked by the 

Township B.oatd at any tinie Jar any violation of the Ordinance ot Jicen!iei. or 

violatio,n o(?llY otherTq~nship orcliJ;Iance 9r state or fed~ral }aw qrregulatjoll' 

(a) The Township. Board shall hold a public hearing prior to revoking any 

license hereunder. 
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(b) Notice of any such license' revocation hearing shall appear in the 

newspaper at least once fifteen ( 15) days prior to the hearing. 

(c) A notice of the license revocation hearing shall also be sent by regular 

maii to whichever person or entity is listed on the current property tax 

record as the owner of any lot or parcel located within 300 feet of the lot 

or parcel for which the license was granted. 

5.4. Upon the expiration ot revocation of an:y license here11nder, the event, activity or 

use authorized by the license shall cease immediately and shall not continue 

thereafter. 

5.5. Any violatipn of any requirement or condition contained in the license shall 

constitute, a violation of this Ordinance. 

6. Prior Events, Uses or Activities. 

6.1. No Vested Ri ghts. There are no lawful nonconforming use, vested or 

"grandparent" rights under this Ordinance. Accordingly, to the extent that any 

events, uses or activities listed in s~ubsection 3.1 'hereof commenced, occurred or 

were in existence prior to the effective date __ of this Ordinance, they are 

nevertheless fully subject to this Ordinance. No such event, use or activity or tiS,e 

can recommence, occur or continue after the effective date of this Ordinance 

unless approval is expressly granted by the Township Board (including the 

issuance of a license by the Township Board) for the event, activity or use 

pursuant to Section 5 hereof. 
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7. Penalties and Enforcement. 

7 .1. Penalty. A violation of this- Ordinance (or of ,any lii::ens~ condition or 

requirement) constitutes a criminal misdemeanor. Upon conviction, any ,person 

found to be in violation of this Ordinance shall be subject to a fine not to exceed 

Five Hundred Dol1ars ($500.00) or up to ninety-three (9:>) days in jail or both 

such fine and jail sentence at the discretion of the Court involved. Each day that a 

violation occurs shaH constitute a separate offense. Aiding and abetting a 

violation of this OrdinatH::e shall also coiJ,s,titute a violation of this Ordinanpe. 

7.2. Injunction. Any violation of this Ordinance is hereby declared to be a nuisance 

per se. The remedies are deemed to be cumulative, not exclusive or elective. ht 

addition to, or in lieu of, seeking to enforce this Ordinance by proceeding under 

Subsectiort7.1 above; the Township or any Township resident may institute an 

appropriate action in a court of general jurisdiction seeking injunctive or equitable 

relief. 

7.3. Enforcement and Administration. This Ordinance shall be enforced and 

administered by the Township Ordinance Enforcement Officer or such other 

Township official as may be designated from time-to time by resolution by the 

Township Board. 

8. Severability. 

In the event that any one or more sections, provisions, phrases or words of this Ordinance 

shall be found to be invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such holding shall not 
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affect the validity or the enforceability of the remaining sections, provisions, phrases or 

words of this Ordinance and they shall remain valid and in full force and effect. 

9. Effective Date. 

The provisions of this Ordinance shall take effect upon the expiration of thirty {30) days 

From the date of publication of the Ordinance or a summary of its provisions in accordance with 

law. 

The vote in favor of adopting this Ordinance was as follows: 

YEAS: Township Board Members: Clerk Patricia Beauchamp, Treasurer linda Trombley-Robitaille 

Trustee Alfred Gareau. 

NAYS: Township Board Members: Trustee Thomas Rymkos 

ABSTAIN/ABSENT: Township Board Members: NONE 

ORDINANCE DECLARED ADOPTED. 

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of an Ordinance adopted by the Township 

Board of the Township of Escanaba at a regular meeting held on Monday, August 13, 2012, pursuant to 

the required statutory Procedures. Effe? date: Se)ptember 13, 2012. 

( Y,/i 1 
\ .·• 

\ f ' ' / '--------<4/~ ' "-~"r' 
· Patricia J. Beauchamp 

Escanaba Township Clerk 
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